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garbha or the Womb of the Tathagata, which is the source of
everything. It is not only the Bhutatathata or the essential nature
of everything but also its source. Similarly, in the Vedantic
systems the Brahman is not only the truth of the world but also
its cause. Of course, this conception of the final truth as the
material cause of the universe, gives rise to the problem as to
how the eternal purity and perfection of the highest truth can be
reconciled with the process which a material cause has to undergo
in order to produce its effect. Various attempts are made to
meet this objection, some with the help of the concept of Maya,
some with that of Sakti, and so forth. And whatever that be, all
agree that the Brahman must somehow be the material cause of
the world. The advaitins and many other Vedantins give the
example of gold and the ornament which is made of it. Gold is the
material cause of all the ornaments that may be made of it; yet
it is the universal that is common to all. There can be another
universal that is common to all ornaments and that is the uni-
versal ornament, just as a chair is the universal of all kinds of
chairs and individual chairs. The universal ornament is the
universal of all forms that may be imposed on gold. These forms
come and go, while gold remains the same. It is these forms that
correspond to the jatis of the Naiyayikas and the ideas of Plato
as they are commonly understood.
But from the fact that the Brahman is conceived as the material
cause of the universe, it would be wrong to conclude that therefore
Indian idealism, both Vedantic and Buddhist, is materialistic in
its outlook. Even in European philosophy every kind of psychism
and spiritualism for which the stuff of the universe is mind or
spirit would be materialistic, of course not in the sense that it
conceives insentient matter to be the ultimate reality, but in the
sense that it conceives reality to be the material of the world. The
ingenuity of such interpreters overshoots its mark, in that they
forget that, even in Western idealism, reality, whatever that be,
is conceived to be the substance of the world. However, this
reality is not conceived simply as the material cause, but also
as the truth of the world, its fulfilment and completion. Every
determination of the type of the ornament has its significance in a
particular situation, and therefore gets it through dependence on
determinations outside itself. An ornament is not really an orna-
ment if it is a part of a dung-heap. For a cock pecking for worms
and grains, a diamond has no value. For a jackal that eats corpses,
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